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SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR OBSERVER STATUS FOR US AT EUROPEAN 
PATENT CONVENTION CONFERENCE, SEPT. 10 - OCT. 6, 1973 

REF: (A) STATE 152478; (B) STATE 094417 

EMBASSY RECEIVED JULY 3 1 FRG NOTE VERBALE DATED JULY 27 
REPLYING TO EMBASSY NOTE OF MAY 21 SENT PURSUANT TO 
REFTEL (B). FRG REGRETS IT NOT IN POSITION TO COMPLY 
WITH US REQUEST FOR FRG ASSISTANCE IN OBTAINING INVITA- 
TION FOR OBSERVER STATUS. WHILE RECOGNIZING REASONS 
GIVEN BY US IN SUPPORT ITS REQUEST, NOTE INDICATES THAT 
GOVERNMENT CONFERENCE ON A EUROPEAN ISSUE OF LETTERS 
PATENT PROCEDURE PUT TOGETHER LIST OF PARTICIPANTS FOR 
THIS PURELY REGIONAL DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE. FRG ALSO 
CITED DIFFICULTY OF ESTABLISHING CRITERIA FOR INVITING 
CERTAIN STATES AS OBSERVERS WHILE EXCLUDING OTHERS. 

RE US INTENTION TO APPLY FOR REVIEW AUTHORITY IN US 
WITHIN PCT FRAMEWORK, NOTE STATED THIS COULD NOT BE 
CONSIDERED AS PCT REVIEW AUTHORITIES NOT YET APPOINTED 
AND IT UNCERTAIN WHICH STATES CAN AND WILL ESTABLISH 
REVIEW AUTHORITIES. INVITATION AS OBSERVER BASED ON 
NUMBER OF PATENT APPLICATIONS COULD BE SEEN AS DISCRIM- 
INATORY BY OTHER STATES. ENLARGING PARTICIPANTS WOULD 
GO BEYOND PLANNED SCOPE OF CONFERENCE AND WOULD INVOLVE 
TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES FOR FRG. FRG ASSUMED AS CERTAIN 
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OF GOVERNMENT CONFERENCE AND DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE 
IF LATTER WERE TO DECIDE ON ADMISSION APPLICATION. 

FRG NOTE INDICATES THAT INTERESTS OF US AND OTHER FUTURE 
MEMBERS OF ASSOCIATION CONCERNING PCT SHOULD BE FULLY 
GUARANTEED THROUGH PARTICIPATION IN CONFERENCE OF WORLD 
ORGANIZATION FOR INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY (WIPO). 

2. FRG FONOFF REP (GRAEVE, LEGAL) PHONED TO EXPRESS 
PERSONAL REGRET. INDICATING THAT FURTHER PROBLEM POSED 
BY LIMITED CAPACITY OF PLANNED CONFERENCE HALL WHICH 
POSED NEED FOR REQUIREMENT THAT PARTICIPATING STATES 
HAVE NO MORE THAN THREE PERSONS ATTENDING CONFERENCE AT 
ANY ONE TIME. HE INDICATED THAT WIPO WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY 
KEEP CLOSE CONTROL OVER CONFERENCE DEVELOPMENTS AND 
KEEP MEMBERS, INCLUDING USG, INFORMED. 

3. EMBASSY HAS REQUESTED COPY OF PROPOSED EPC AGREEMENT 
AND WILL POUCH SAME FOR COMMERCE ASAP. 

HILLENBRAND 
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